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When Esther’s words were 

reported to Mordecai, he sent back 

this answer: “Do not think that 

because you are in the king’s 

house you alone of all the Jews will 

escape.  For if you remain silent at 

this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from 

another place, but you and your father’s family will perish.  

And who knows but that you have come to your royal 

position for such a time as this?”  Esther 4:12–14 

 

Dear brothers & sisters, I don’t know about you, but I find it 

easy to become comfortable or to have tunnel vision rather 

quickly in life.  As Christians comfort is always something 

God provides, but remaining comfortable is often our plan.  

This fall, our first preaching series will come from the book 

of Esther.  The verse most familiar from the book is Esther 

4:14 and the words “for such a time as this.”  For just a 

moment think about what led to these memorable words 

from Esther’s cousin Mordecai.  He had refused to bow 

down to Haman, the highest ranking official of the king, out 

of obedience to the Lord.  Haman was so angered by 

Mordecai’s refusal that he desired not only to kill him but 

all the Jewish people.  Are we as horrified by Haman as 

we are of Hitler?  He offered the king tons of money to 

decree a day to destroy the Jewish people.  The king 

declined the payment but approved the order anyway!  

Mordecai sends word to Esther to go to the king, beg for 

mercy, and plead for the lives of the people.  Esther had 

persevered through so much already including the loss of 

her parents and winning a contest to become queen in 

enemy territory.  This was supposed to be the time she 

could exhale and enjoy life a little.  If she approached the 

king without a summons and he didn’t extend the royal 

scepter, she likely would be put to death.  There had to be 

another way, another person better suited than her. 

 

Mordecai’s full response needs to be heard by every 

follower of God. One important part of it is his reminder 

that the Lord is in control over everything.  He tells Esther 

that even if she remains silent, … (continued on back ) 

  

 

Fall Kick Off 
Sunday, September 11, at 9:30am. 

 

Greg and Rebecca Sparks will be our special 
guests.  The Sparks home is known for being 
full of art and music and writing and worship 

and sanctuary and good food and love because 
of Jesus and all that He brings.  They will 

provide the program for the Sunday School time 
and special music during our worship service.  
Let’s join together to celebrate the start of our 

new Sunday School year. 
 

 

 
 

 

The congregation is invited to remember Jerry and 
Fran together with the Magee family. 

There is no gathering afterwards. 
 

 

 
 

  5 – Labor Day 

11 – Fall Kick Off Sunday, 9:30am 

11 – Sermon series about Esther begins, 10:30am 

16–17 – Presbytery meeting at Seneca Hills 

18 – New Sunday School classes begin, 9:30am 

24 – Memorial Service for Jerry & Fran Magee, 2:00pm 



 
 

  1 – Connie Watson 
  7 – Doug Skelley 
10 – Ron Foreman 
10 – Samantha Skelley 
12 – Zachary Lasko 
13 – Jacob Kanzleiter 
13 – Rich Thornhill 
21 – Jonathan Magee 
22 – Kelly Bresnihan 
23 – Amberley Carnahan 
25 – Cole Speer 
25 – Hunter Speer 
26 – Addyson Aiken 
26 – Samantha Beachem 
29 – Tad London 

 

 

 
 

16 – George & Peggy Dean 
16 – Dan & Jodie Parson 
30 – Don & Audrey Hinkle 

 

  

 
July 31 

 

A motion was made, 
seconded, and approved for 
David Gallagher to upgrade 
the electrical service in the 
manse at the cost of 
approximately $2,000.00 
 

Other items of discussion 
were to set up for the church 
picnic on August 14 and to 
replace the bulbs in the 
church sign. 
 

  … relief and 

deliverance will 

arise from 

another place.  

Only after he 

says that does 

he tell her that perhaps she has 

come to her position for just this 

moment.  The principle is that the 

Lord is working to advance his 

kingdom's purposes in and through 

his people.  That work includes the 

deliverance and preservation of his 

people.  God’s mission is to save 

and bring people to himself through 

Jesus Christ.  You see, the amazing 

part of God’s deliverance is he 

shapes and uses his people to bring 

his plans to fruition.  Typically, our 

greatest worry is that someone won’t 

receive our words well, not a golden 

scepter that will end our lives.  God 

has you at an important place and at 

the right time in life.  Where has God 

placed you?  Where do you live, 

work, and enjoy recreation?  Stop 

reading for a moment to consider the 

uniqueness of your life.  Prayerfully 

consider specific people, even one 

person God might be calling you to 

boldly go before (without a 

summons!) and share the good news 

of Jesus.  We can be confident the 

Lord goes with us and will continue 

to do his great redemptive work in 

such a time as this. 
 

In Christ,  

Pastor Patrick 
 

 

  

 

 

Sunday School Classes 
Beginning Sunday, 

September 18 at 9:30am 
 

Dig In (children) – The younger 
kids will continue with this 
active series they were using in 
the spring. 
 

The Lies We Tell Ourselves 
(teens) – The older kids will 
continue the study they started 
in the spring. 
 

Everything You Need by Dr. 
David Jeremiah (adults) – For 
anyone searching for greater 
confidence, purpose, and 
peace, you can be assured that 
God has provided the tools you 
need to guide your way – 
resources such as virtue, 
knowledge, self-control, 
perseverance, godliness, 
brotherly kindness, and love.  
This class reveals how these 
gifts will enable you to develop 
qualities that will strengthen 
you to soar above your 
circumstances and make the 
most of opportunities that come 
your way. 
 

Gospel Project – Junior Church 
will continue this program also. 
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